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if any will choose him, and the precedent of his exclusion
makes not any honest, or any decent man, think himself
in danger.

It may be doubted, whether the name of a patriot can
be fairly given, as the reward of secret satire, or open
outrage. To fill the newspapers with sly hints of corrup-
tion and intrigue, to circulate the Middlesex Journal, and
London Pacquet, may, indeed, be zeal; but it may, like-
wise, be interest and malice. To offer a petition, not ex-
pected to be granted; to insult a king with a rude remon-
strance, only because there is no punishment for legal in-
solence, is not courage, for there is no danger; nor pa-
triotism, for it tends to the subversion of order, and lets
wickedness loose upon the land, by destroying the reve-
rence due to sovereign authority.

It is the quality of patriotism to be jealous and watch-
ful, to observe all secret machinations, and to see publick
dangers at a distance. The true lover of his country is
ready to communicate his fears, and to sound the alarm,
whenever he perceives the approach of mischief. But he
sounds no alarm, when there is no enemy; he never terri-
fies his countrymen till he is terrified himself. The pa-
triotism, therefore, may be justly doubted of him, who
professes to be disturbed by incredibilities; who tells, that
the last, peace was obtained by bribing the princess of
Wales; that the king is grasping at arbitrary power; and,
that because the French, in the new conquests, enjoy
their own laws, there is a design at court of abolishing, in
England, the trial by juries.-

Still less does the true patriot circulate opinions which
he knows to be false. No man, who loves his country,
fills the nation with clamorous complaints, that the pro
testant religion is in danger, because " popery is esta-
blished in the extensive province of Quebec/' a falsehood
so open and shameless, that it can need no confutation
among those who know that of which it is almost impos-
sible for the most unenlightened zeulot to be ignorant:

That Quebec is on the other side of the Atlantick, at